THE   PRICE   OF  POLITICS
I also used to hear of many battles being lost! Far
too many commanders treated the war period as one
of 'normality,' which showed a lack of appreciation
of the situation. War is never * normal/ but the great
war was entirely different from any other that ever
had been. The Big Bugs thought in terms of
millions, both of men and money, and left it at that.
Our duty was to conserve man-power. That took
me all my time, both in battle and in the "normal *
war periods of training and attrition, for the primary
duty of every soldier must always be to conserve his
life for his country when he can, which entails a
minute knowledge of technique; but to be able to
sell it as dearly as he can for his country if and when
the necessity arrives.
There was no good in combing England for man-
power if we read novels and write reports instead of
doing things.
Bleeding, bruised, dirty, tired, with hearts intact
and faith unshaken we reach rest. As the men lie
in slumber deep the King of England again walks
round to look at Ms subject soldiers temporarily
done, only to revive once more at the trumpet blast.
The interpreter and some of the staff take a Joy
ride to a big town to fetch me razor and blades, soap
and handkerchiefs, a pair of brashes, and some
pyjamas, and other necessary articles of equipment,
to replace the articles destroyed by shell fire. "They
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